Police and Crime Commissioner for Gwent Decision

| PCCG-2015- [ Police and Crime Commissioner for Gwent Decision
029
Subject Strategic Equality Plan Annual Update Year 3
Summary To record the decision of the Police and Crime Commissioner
regarding the publication of the annual update for the Strategic
Equality Plan and Objectives
DECISION

1. [In support of the Equality Act 2010, the Office of the Police and Crime

Commissioner (OPCC) has published the third annual update for its Strategic
Equality Plan and Objectives 2012-2016. Whilst as Commissioner | am not
subject to the specific duties of the Equality Act, | have voluntarily published the
document as part of my commitment to equality and diversity.

2. | With the publication of the Strategic Equality Plan Annual Update Year 3, | am

2010.

satisfied that | continue to meet the applicable duties set out in the Equality Act

lan Johnston QPM, Police and Crime Commissioner for Gwent

| confirm | have considered whether or not | have any personal or prejudicial interest
in this matter and take the proposed decision in compliance with my code of conduct.

Any such interests are recorded below.

The above request has my approval.

/ .
Signed/g /]LO(—\,X/(@";

Date ‘9,(9 )< /\,—

Contact Officer( /

~F

Name Caroline Hawkins

Position Policy Officer (Victims)

Telephone 01633 647175 (710 3465)

Email Caroline.Hawkins@gwent.pnn.police.uk
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1.0 Introduction

This document is the third Annual Progress Update against the Office of
the Police and Crime Commissioner’'s Strategic Equality Plan (SEP) and
Obijectives, 2012 — 2016.

The SEP supports our equality
, objectives and  outlines  key
nformation about our equality,
diversity and human rights activity. As
well as fulfiling our duty under the
. Equality Act 2010, it considers a wide
range of other legislation associated
with equality and diversity.

The Equality Act 2010 general duty requires public bodies to have ‘due
regard’ to the need to:

e Eliminate unlawful discrimination, harassment and victimisation
and other conduct that is prohibited by the Act

e advance equality of opportunity Seem
between people who share a §
relevant protected characteristic |
and those who do not

o foster good relations between '
people who share a protected :
characteristic and those who do
not.

More information on protected characteristics can be found in the SEP
document, or on our website:
www.gwent.pce.police.uk/about-us/equality-and-diversity/.

The Police and Crime Commissioner is not subject to the specific duties
of the Equality Act. However the Commissioner has voluntarily
published equality objectives within his SEP and is required to hold the
Chief Constable to account on equality and diversity issues. |




2.0 Monitoring

The OPCC monitors and reviews the effectiveness of the success
measures and performance indicators in the Equality Objectives in a
number of ways. The Commissioner authorises decisions and
information updates by way of Decision Logs, which are published on

our website www.gwent.pcc.police. uk/transparency/decisions-made/.

The OPCC Strategy and Performance Board also considers and acts
upon reports and updates provided to the Commissioner by the OPCC
staff and the Gwent Police Chief Officer Team www.gwent.pcc.police.uk/

transparency/strateqy-performance-board/.

The Commissioner provides information on his progress against the

Police and Crime Plan to the Gwent Police and Crime Panel
www.gwent.pcc.police.uk/transparency/police-and-crime-panel/.

The Commissioner also monitors the equality
information published by Gwent Police to
ensure the force complies with the general
and specific duties. You can access Gwent
Police Equality Information through their

website
www. corporate.gwent.police.uk/informationpoint/equality-

and-diversity/.

3.0 Progress and activities

There are four equality objectives embedded within the SEP which relate
to all the Protected Characteristics:

Objective 1 — To ensure that everyone working for, involved with,
affected by or receiving services from the organisation is treated fairly,
respectfully and without discrimination (Fair Treatment)

Objective 2 — To ensure effective scrutiny of force performance on
equality, diversity and human rights and that the organisation
appropriately challenges the force where any areas of concern arise
(Performance Monitoring)




. Objective 3 — To work to ensure that the
information, services and events of the
=: organisation are accessible by aiming to
reduce any barriers to involvement with the
@= organisation {(Accessibility)

Objective 4 — To ensure that equality and human rights are promoted
when working in partnership with other agencies and that all agencies
understand the need to abide by equality Iegislation (Partnership
Working)

The activities undertaken between April 2014 and March 2015 in support
of the objectives are outlined in the following table.
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3.0 Other activities undertaken in 2014 — 2015

In addition to the areas of work highlighted in the previous table, over the
past 12 months the OPCC has undertaken a number of other activities in
support of the Equality Duty or that relate to wider equality and diversity
activities:

Continued support to the Positive Futures
initiative to expand across the remaining
areas of Gwent following its success M
within Newport. The programme engages (i
with young people and provides
involvement and diversion from the |
criminal justice system through sport, REEE :
whilst helping eliminate discrimination and advance equahty of
opportunity between and within different communities
www.gwent.pcc.police.uk/news/story/article/futures-bright-for-jermaine/
OPCC stop and search dip-sampling provides members of the
community with an opportunity to look closely at how Gwent Police are
using their powers, supporting the Commissioner’s scrutiny of the
force www.gwent.pcc.police.uk/decision-log/?2ref=PCCG-2014-059

_ » Maintenance of volunteer schemes
provides the public with an opportunity
to be involved with the work of the
OPCC. The current age range of
individuals  participating in  the
Independent Custody Scheme is

mainly over 50 years

www.gwent.pce.police.uk/engagement/getting-
involved/

Undertaking an extensive self-assessment of its use of and
capabilities regarding the Welsh language in response to the Welsh
Language Commissioner's Welsh Language Investigation. This will
provide the foundation for the Welsh Language Commissioner’s
decision on the level of Welsh language standards to apply to the
OPCC

www.comisivnyddygymraeq.org/english/news/Pages/Welsh-language-standards-
in-regulations.aspx
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Membership of the Women in the Criminal Justice Service multi-
agency forum provides an understanding of the issues facing women
within or transitioning out of the criminal justice system and allows
opportunities for joint-working in this area. For example, the
Commissioner provided funding support to the ‘Prisoners’ Housing
and Social Care: The Challenges and Opportunities of Change’
conference, to explore the impacts of changes in housing and social
care-related legislation on the resettlement and rehabilitation of all
offenders

Continued membership of the Newport Multi-Agency Migration Forum
to ensure oversight of issues and support for migrants, asylum
seekers and refugees in Newport (an asylum dispersal area)

Planning of focused activities for Hate Crime Week 2015 in

partnership with Gwent Police
Signing-up to support the Ageing Well
in Wales Programme 2014-2019; the
OPCC will consider its aims when
carrying out strategic planning or
policy implementation

Supporting Blaenau Gwent Local =
Service Board's pilot to create a Dementia Frlendly Community

Taking a partner role within the Gwent Anti-Slavery Consultation
Group which ensures oversight of local issues, developments and
other implications relating to vulnerable people that may be at risk of
trafficking and slavery

e Funding support to the
. Monmouthshire Restorative
‘Making the Connections’ Project
to provide wider training
opportunities to police officers and
other partners to help address
anti-social behaviour and youth
crime figures and develop

community cohesion

-+ Continued support of the Gwent Drug Interventions Programme (DIP)
which provides interventions for drug-misusing offenders throughout
their criminal justice journey. Gwent DIP is funded by the

19




Commissioner and DIP workers are based in police stations, Courts
and prisons to provide equal opportunity for people to access support
from the point of arrest, through sentencing and imprisonment to
resettlement in the community www.gwentdip.org.uk/

Support to the Stonewall UK #nobystanders campaign to tackle sexual
orientation and gender identity bullying, abuse and hate crime

4.0 Future activities

Future activities planned by the OPCC include:

Provision of Dementia awareness training for OPCC staff

Positive action aimed at recruiting younger volunteers to the
Independent Custody Visiting Scheme during the next round of
recruitment in 2015/16

Revision of the OPCC's Strategic Equality Plan and Objectives for
2016-2020 to ensure they remain relevant

Hosting a workshop with young BME people to explore perceptions
and experiences of stop and search and help inform further work in
this area

Launching an OPCC Stop and Search
Quality of Encounter survey to gain §
anonymous feedback from individuals on
their stop and search experiences in
Gwent. Additional organisations will be
approached to provide advocacy to |
support individuals that may wish to |
report their experiénces but need
assistance to do so

Revision and production of supporting Stop and Search ‘Know Your
Rights’ printed and web-based materials to ensure that the information
is as accessible as possible for all groups and communities
Attendance at the national ‘Next Steps to Tackle Hate Crime in Every
Community’ conference in May 2015
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