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REPORT ON THE POLICE AND CRIME COMMISSIONER FOR GWENT’S PROPOSED COUNCIL TAX PRECEPT FOR 2026/27 – 27th FEBRUARY 2026

INTRODUCTION

1. This report is made in accordance with the Police and Crime Commissioner for Gwent’s (Commissioner) statutory duty contained in Paragraph 6, Schedule 5 of the Police Reform and Social Responsibility Act 2011.


BACKGROUND

2. The Commissioner formally notified the Gwent Police and Crime Panel (Panel) on 21st January 2026 of the proposed Police and Crime Budget and Council Tax Precept for 2026/27. This included the lowest proposed Council Tax Precept increase in Gwent for three years and the joint lowest proposed percentage increase in Wales.

3. Following a full debate regarding the financial outlook facing the Commissioner, the policing pressures in Gwent and the proposed Council Tax Precept, the Panel resolved to veto an increase of 6.99% on the Council Tax Precept for 2026/27.  Although the Panel can recommend an alternative increase to the Commissioner for consideration, no recommendation for an alternative increase was given in the meeting or included in its subsequent formal veto report which was received on the 6th February 2026.

4. The formal response from the Commissioner to this ‘first’ Council Tax Precept veto report was received by the Panel on the 13th February 2026, which set out a revised Council Tax Precept increase for 2026/27 of 6.95%.

5. The Panel met on the 20th February 2026 to consider the Commissioner’s response and provided their subsequent ‘second’ Council Tax Precept report to the Commissioner on the same day.


CONSIDERATION OF THE GWENT POLICE AND CRIME PANEL’S SECOND COUNCIL TAX PRECEPT REPORT

6. Upon receipt of the Panel’s second Council Tax Precept report, the Commissioner welcomed the fact that the majority of Panel Members present at their meeting on the 20th February 2026 endorsed the proposed revised Council Tax Precept increase of 6.95% for 2026/27.



RECOMMENDATION

7. The submission of this report to the Panel (and its subsequent publication) concludes the scrutiny process for the Council Tax Precept for 2026/27.

8. The Commissioner will therefore issue their revised Council Tax Precept of £93,286,500 for 2026/27, equivalent to a Council Tax Band D of £403.53, reflecting an increase of 6.95% or £26.22 per annum.

9. The revised Council Tax Precept of £93,286,500 will be apportioned to each City/County/County Borough Council according to the following table:

	Unitary Authorities
	£
	Council Tax Base Band D Equivalent

	Blaenau Gwent 
Caerphilly
Monmouthshire
Newport
Torfaen
   
Total
	8,558,924
25,308,522
19,760,739
25,676,860
13,981,455

93,286,500
	21,210.13
62,717.82
48,969.69
63,630.61
34,647.87

231,176.12
	



10. The Council Tax Precept shown in the above table generates the following amounts of Council Tax Precept for the various bands:

	Council Tax Band
	£

	A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
I
	269.02
313.86
358.69
403.53
493.20
582.88
672.55
807.06
941.57



11. The Commissioner requests that this report is circulated to Panel Members for their immediate consideration.













Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth yn y Gymraeg, a phan ddaw i law, byddwn yn ateb yn y Gymraeg – ni fydd hyn yn gohirio ein hymateb. Os hoffech dderbyn gohebiaeth yn y Gymraeg o hyn ymlaen, neu os ydych wedi cael eich gwahodd i gyfweliad neu gyfarfod ac yr hoffech ddefnyddio’r Gymraeg, anfonwch e-bost at: Commissioner@gwent.police.uk.
Darperir gwasanaethau cyfieithu.
We welcome correspondence in Welsh and where received, we will reply in Welsh - this will not delay our response. If you wish to receive correspondence in Welsh hereafter or if you have been invited to an interview or meeting and you wish to use Welsh, send email to: Commissioner@gwent.police.uk. Translation services will be provided.
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